Rise in number of stateless people across the world over the years has manifold implications that have been mostly overlooked. Millions of stateless people around the world, who are least visible but most vulnerable group, pose a threat to social harmony and international security. In a state of growing interdependency among States, impact of statelessness may not be confined within the territory of the State concerned. This paper is an endeavour to find out root causes of statelessness based on scholarly literatures and reports on statelessness and identify probable consequences that may derive from rising number of statelessness considering recent facts of statelessness in some Asian countries. This paper also discusses legal frameworks to address statelessness and response of international community to this issue. Finally, this paper discusses responses required to prevent statelessness and to meet the future challenges of statelessness.
Introduction
An estimated 10 to 15 million people around the world are stateless [1] . That means they do not belong to any state. No State considered them as their own nationals. Statelessness is a man-made problem, in many cases it takes years to find a solution. Situations of statelessness aggravated in many parts of the world since 1980s except in the Americas. In some recent phenomena, State policies made thousands of people stateless from a State where they were residing for decades or even generation after generation for centuries. The status of statelessness puts life of individuals at stake and vulnerable to forced displacement. "Statelessness is a major 'push' factor leading to large-scale irregular migration." [2] . It also poses threat to security of States and regional stability. To a great extent international community's recent interest in statelessness and nationality disputes has been generated due to fear of instability, conflict and displacement of population in the geopolitically sensitive areas.
The United Nations General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to be achieved by the year 2030 consists of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 accompanying targets that include ensuring safe migration of people. But there is no target stipulated considering the stateless people. Stateless people cannot even migrate to other countries through proper immigration procedures without having valid national identity. More importantly, ensuring human rights of statelessness people is a challenge for the international community.
Citizenship versus Statelessness
Citizenship provides individuals a status of membership to a nation-state. Loss and acquisition of citizenship falls under the purview of sovereign State. Under nationality policy, State provides citizenship to a person by place of birth (jus soli), by descent from a one or both parents who are nationals of the concerned State (jus sanguinis), or by naturalization. Based on citizenship, or nationality, classification of peoples and distribution in polities across the globe is determined. The concept of citizenship is associated with three fundamental issues.
These are "how the boundaries of membership within a polity and between polities should be defined; how the benefits of and burdens of membership should be allocated; and how the identities of membership should be comprehended and accommodated." [3] .
Individuals linked to a sovereign country hold the legal bond of nationality which results in mutual rights and duties. On the basis of this legal bond, citizens enjoy the full political rights including right to vote and are entitled to get protection from the State, particularly protection in abroad. A long tradition of enjoying citizenship can unite the members of a polity under any sort of challenges. Citizenship also fosters a form of identification and social integration. In liberal society, citizenship gives a sense of solidarity that avoids the divisiveness of ethnic, racial, and religious affiliations or membership to minority group. Due to the movement of people across the world, the notion of citizenship is getting more significance in international political arena. "Although citizenship has tra-B. A. Siddika DOI: 10.4236/jss.2019. 712001 3 Open Journal of Social Sciences ditionally been conceived as primarily a domestic concern of states, the reality of immigration and emigration, the formation of such supranational bodies as the European Union (EU), the formation of new successor states, the movement of refugee populations, and the codification of international human rights norms has prompted increasing recognition of citizenship as a transnational matter." [3] .
On the contrary, statelessness takes away the identity of an individual and so, 
What Causes Statelessness?
In principle, it is the nation-state that regulates the acquisition and loss of its na- are unable to provide proof of their nationality or ancestry to meet the requirements of civil documentation in India [8] .
Some people are born stateless when their parents are stateless. Due to war in Syria, most of the 51,000 Syrian babies who were born in exile may become stateless as their parents are stateless refugees and have not been registered [6] .
Some people become stateless due to the emergence of new States, dissolution of an existing state and transfers of territory between existing States. According to UNHCR report, in Côte d'Ivoire, approximately 700,000 Burkinabé descent migrants are stateless who could not acquire Ivorian nationality after the country's independence from France in 1960. Statelessness due to the dissolution of former states also continues to affect many people, including some 600,000 people in Europe alone [9] . In Germany, Poland, and Sweden, stateless people are reported to number close to or more than 10,000 [5] .
Situations of displacement can also increase the risks of statelessness because later they find it difficult to proof their nationality. For instance, in 1962, about 120,000 Kurds became stateless as they could not provide the proof of their residence in Syria since 1945 in a one-day census in the al-Hasakeh province [10] .
Similarly, displaced Rohingyas repatriation is getting complicated as they lack nationality document. Therefore, statelessness is mainly a man-made problem, often "results of poor, discriminatory or even malignant nationality policy." [5] .
Impact of Statelessness
Statelessness is a major challenge for many States where a large number of people are affected by statelessness. Losing all the rights of citizens, they also lose their habitat, in many cases, are displaced from the country where they were born and brought up. When an individual become statelessness on any ground, usually effect is limited to the individual and his/her family only. But when communities become stateless, this can lead to conflict and cause displacement, spread terrorism or even contribute to war. When statelessness causes forced displacement of communities, their movement to neighbouring country results in regional as well as international tension.
Palestinians constitute the largest community of stateless people in the world living as refugees for four generations since 1948. "Today more than half of the eight million or so Palestinians are considered to be de jure stateless persons." in India [15] . According to that report the Indian government planned to deport thousands of Rohingya Muslims living in the country illegally considering them as a security threat having link with terrorist group. Stateless Syrian children who lost their fathers during the war cannot access healthcare and education without identity documents. Moreover, in adolescence, the lack of papers proving their age puts them at risk of early marriage, child labor, recruitment by armed forces and being trafficked [7] .
Stateless people cannot claim any rights enjoyed by the citizens or nationals of a State, even their lives are threatened without having protection from a State. As stateless people are not considered as citizens, they are not included in the development process of the State. Moreover, arbitrary denial of citizenship of a group of people in some cases associated with forced displacement from the originating country to another causes regional or international tension and instability. Meeting the immediate needs of refugees is one thing, but if governments fail to recognise the long-term impacts of statelessness, a new generation could grow up in limbo [16] . In many cases, the miseries of stateless people are subsided because stateless people are often remained unseen and unheard due to unwillingness of the concerned government to highlight the issue. But this largely invisible issue of statelessness could have long-term consequences for the states.
Statelessness has socio-economic implications also. When large number of Open Journal of Social Sciences Forcibly displaced stateless people find crossing international borders difficult or impossible as there is no globally agreed legal or orderly arrangement for safe migration of a stateless person. For instance, many stateless Syrian Kurds tried to enter European countries by illegal ways and still this trend continues. They often take risk of their life, face administrative detention, and deportation. To prevent illegal infiltration, tightened policies are applied during immigration. However, without any place to which to be deported, the detention time for the stateless prolongs for indefinite time. In case of Muslims in Assam, India, the undocumented Muslims, according to news reports are likely to face deportation [8] .
Statelessness, as the absence of the right to a nationality, is complete violation of human rights. Deliberate exclusion of any group of people on grounds of their race, ethnicity, language, or religion is an intrinsic human rights problem. Many stateless people start life without any national identification document and without protection from the state. Thus, statelessness means a lifetime hardship with uncertainty. No opportunity to work to earn for living makes their lives more miserable. Stateless people also lack access to any sort of social security, pension entitlements, or any other support from the state. Without having any recognized national identity, stateless persons are more susceptible to trafficking, institutionalized discrimination, forced displacement, arbitrary detention, violence, and a range of human rights violations. For instance, Rohingyas in Myanmar were deliberately deprived of education, security of life, health services and marginalized for long time from all sort of social welfare. Stateless people all over the world go through a range of human rights abuses. Stateless persons are sometimes called "legal ghosts", a vulnerable group prone to rights abuses, detention and exploitation.
State's revision of nationality policy targeting some people to be alienated and snatching their right to nationality and forcibly displace or deport them generate some questions like; where the stateless person will be deported? Are all the 
Legal Framework to Address Statelessness
With an endeavour to address statelessness, international community has con- 
Response of International Community to Statelessness
The Plan is intended to resolve existing major situations of statelessness and prevent emerging new cases of statelessness. UNHCR and UNICEF recently also launched a global coalition on every child's right to a nationality with various initiatives to address childhood statelessness. In 2015, UN adopted a sustainable development agenda, namely Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to be fulfilled by 2030. Though there is nothing explicit regarding stateless persons development, the core focus of the SDGs "no one must be left behind" clearly applies to everyone. Among its 17 goals, goal 16 seeks to promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. Along with this goal, if other targets like elimination of gender discrimination (Target 5.1 of SDG 5), and providing legal identity for all, including birth registration (Target 16.9 of SDG 16) can be implemented effectively, then it may contribute to reduce statelessness.
Other UN agencies, NGOs and academics also have a role to play in the identification and addressing the problem of statelessness. At regional level, in Europe, America and Africa measures have been taken to prevent statelessness and protection of the basic rights of stateless persons. For instance, in October 1992, an agreement signed among CIS states (Commonwealth of Independent States) to provide the necessary documents to formerly deported people recognizing their social, economic and political rights. European convention on Nationality is also an attempt to establish a regional framework addressing the issues of citizenship and statelessness.
In last few years some states have taken positive initiatives to solve problem of statelessness. In 1994-95, Lebanon granted citizenship to more than 10,000 stateless persons from Middle Eastern minority group. In 2007, Brazil's reform in constitution helped transforming 200,000 stateless people into citizens. In these exemplary successes of reducing statelessness of thousands of people, it is evident that political will of a State can solve this apparently intractable problem because the task of granting or denying nationality is under jurisdiction of sovereign State.
Conclusions
So far, statelessness is seen as a low priority policy concern, but this invisibility may escalate into regional or international instability. The states, where a large number of people are made stateless through discriminatory nationality policy, are not parties to the international conventions relating to the statelessness.
Non-acceptance of these conventions is a major challenge for solving the problem of statelessness and also regarding humanitarian assistance for the stateless people. Most importantly, statelessness is a major impediment in realizing goals of sustainable development when certain groups of people are excluded from opportunities, services, and the chance for a better life. If the issue of statelessness is not addressed properly, it is impossible for the work towards the Sustainable Development Agenda, a dream of the all inclusive world. Open Journal of Social Sciences Statelessness can be eradicated through promoting birth registration, promoting accessions to the Conventions on statelessness, providing training and technical assistance to the governments, raising issues of statelessness within multilateral forum, promoting various forms of Parliamentary diplomacy, and raising awareness about statelessness. In addition, under International law, there should be some regulations against States which arbitrarily deny citizenship of a person or a group of people based on their race, religion, language or colour. All efforts will be effective only if there is the will of the State concerned. If all the states formulate anti-racist and non-discriminatory nationality policy and effectively practice such policy, idyllically, there will never develop any situation that will cause emerging new cases of statelessness. UN can play a vital role in realizing this ideal objective. Moreover, every State needs to realize that in a state of growing interconnectedness among people and interdependency among the States, effects of statelessness are also not just confined to within the territory of the country or region. To minimize future risks of statelessness, to resolve nationality disputes effectively, and to meet the humanitarian needs of the existing stateless people, it is necessary to urgently formulate legally binding frameworks for states.
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